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State of the Jeffco Economy
Jefferson County’s economic situation continued to improve, with continued employment gains, low 
unemployment, and robust consumer trends. Employment in the county increased 1.9 percent between the 
third quarters of 2015 and 2016, generating an additional 4,410 jobs. The Jefferson County unemployment 
rate fell to 2.5 percent in the fourth quarter of 2016, a decline of 0.5 percentage points from the prior year. 
Consumer confidence rose 8.7 percent in the Mountain Region between the third and fourth quarters of 
2016. 

Jefferson County-based 
Lockheed Martin Space 
Systems is looking to move 650 
jobs from California to either 
Colorado and Florida. 

Ball Corporation is expanding 
its aerospace operations in the 
City of Westminster. The planned 
expansion, with options for 
multiple phases, will begin this 
year with an approved $50 million 
capital investment by the 
corporation. 
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State of the Jeffco Economy
Jefferson County employment 
increased 1.9 percent in the third 
quarter of 2016 compared with 
the prior year, representing an 
additional 4,410 jobs. The sector 
that reported the largest 
percentage increase was 
manufacturing, which rose 4.7 
percent or about 850 jobs 
between the third quarters of 
2015 and 2016. 
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